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An early traveller once described Cuddington as a "pretty village with a number of good water mills". In fact, there
have been at least four mills powered by Cuddington Brook which, on its two-mile course through the parish from
Stonyford to Bag Lane, falls from 178-feet above sea level to 88-feet. Only Bryn Mill, in Pinfold Hollows, remains, now
as a private residence.
1. The water mill on Cuddington Brook was the
so-called Paper Mill, alongside Watermill Farm in
Waste Lane. Small scale, local paper-making
was common in most counties until the mid19th
century and the Cuddington Paper Mill would
have adopted tested methods, using water
power, heat, stamping mills and mortars, to pulp
wood into paper.
John Jones was described as a "papermaker" in
Cuddington in 1725, and the Cartwright family
were also associated with the trade. The Paper
Mill later became a sawmill under the
Cartwrights and for many years was part of the
Delamere Estate, as was the adjoining Watermill
Farm.
In the 20th century, Walter Hough ran the
sawmill, and also repaired farm carts. He lost
part of an arm in one of the saws and the
business was taken over by his son, Alan, who
was assisted by Jim Cartwright, a member of the old milling family, and sometimes by his brother, Wilfred Hough who
lived on Waste Lane, at a house known as "Shellbox Hall" because, apparently, it had been built from First World War
shell-boxes filled with sand. The Paper Mill closed in 1937 and most of the building was demolished, although part of it
remained for many years as a barn.
2. The second mill, a corn mill, stood adjacent to the former millpool, below Merlewood, and in the 1841 census, John
Wallworth and John Cartwright were listed as the Cuddington millers. The last remains of the building, which was
demolished in the latter years of the 19th century, can still be seen alongside the footbridge and sluice, on the footpath
to Cuddington Bank.
It was replaced by Top Mill, or Higher Mill, opposite to what is now the Old Mill House, previously known as
Brooklands. Top Mill was powered by Cuddington Brook and although it may have been used to grind corn in its early
days, it was later a dye works, produced cattle feed and manufactured paint.
In 1913, it became a "Bacon Factory", the only one at that time in Cheshire. E.H. Clarke, of Brooklands, owned the
mill and it was he who engaged a specialist designer, Loudon M.Douglas, to convert the building and add a large
chimney for the curing process. The new business was titled the "Cuddington Bacon Curing Co. Ltd." and in those
days, it is said, Cuddington Brook, below the mill, often ran red with blood.
After E.H. Clarke, the Bacon Factory was owned by Ernest Stimfig, of German stock who changed his name to
Simpson. About 1928, Simpson moved to new premises- in High Lane and four of his key workers, Sonny and Dick
Blain and George and Jim Wood, went with the business and settled in the Stockport area. CWS Ltd took over the
Cuddington Bacon Factory prior to moving to Winsford in about 1930. Top Mill was demolished two years later.

3. Standing on the site of an earlier mill, Bryn Mill dates
from the beginning of the 19th century following the
granting of land under the Enclosure Award to John
Arden, of Harden.
A deed of 1810 states that Amos Slater was the miller
at Bryn, on a 21-year lease from John Arden, to operate
the mill and to farm the adjoining fields. The terms upon
which Slater was granted the lease were costly and
restrictive, but typical of the time. The property is
described as "all those newly-erected water corn mills
of John Arden... together with 5 pairs of stones, drying
kilns, water wheel, inside shafts, machinery, fixtures etc
etc.."
The water wheel was 16ft x 6ft, the pit wheel 12ft high, the spire wheel 9ft high, and the millstones 4ft 7ins x 9ins. The
circular trough for flour was 55ft in circumference.
John Arden also leased just over forty seven acres of land to Slater. The rent for the first year was £170, for the
second year £190 and for the third and subsequent years £200, payable half-yearly.
Arden maintained the right to dig and cart away marl, erect a brick-making building and dig water courses. The game,
fishing and hunting rights were reserved and Slater had to keep a dog for Arden, also to provide a team of horses to
work on his local estates for two days of every year. As if this was not enough, there were strict rules, and severe
penalties for default, imposed on crop rotation and the types of crop to be grown.
Not surprisingly, within six years, Amos Slater was declared bankrupt and at a hearing, held at the Crown & Anchor,
Northwich, Messrs James Green, gentleman of Sandiway, and John Smith, draper of Warrington, were appointed as
administrators. William Slater, a corn dealer of Witton, and James Banks, a flour dealer of Northwich, jointly took over
the remainder of the lease but they too must have run into difficulties for by 1824 it had been surrendered back to
John Arden.

